
TOPIC: TYPES OF SOCIETIES

◆ Recall: Lenski’s theory says society changes as the result of technological advancement.

◆ This progression from hunter-gatherer to postindustrial society represents a __________ historical pattern. 

◆ However, multiple types of societies still exist today. For example:

A Hunter-gatherer groups in the Amazon.

A Pastoral societies in East Africa.
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Symbol Key

Hunting and Gathering

_______________.

Size: Small communities.
Settlement: Nomadic. 
Organization: 

Beginning of 
human history 

Modern Day

Pastoral

Domestication of

______________.

Size: Small communities.
Settlement: Nomadic. 
Organization: 

Horticultural

Farming with  

________ tools. 

Size: Small communities.
Settlement: Permanent 
villages.  
Organization: 

Agricultural & Feudal

Animal power (_______)

Help in crop cultivation.

Size: Medium communities.
Settlement: Permanent 
villages & small cities.  
Organization: 

Material surplus: Resources produced __________ the resources 
needed for survival. Lead to occupational specialization.

Industrial

Size: Large communities.
Settlement: Most 
population in cities 
Organization: 

___________ sources & 

machines. 

Postindustrial

Size: Vast communities.
Settlement: Most 
population in cities.
Organization: 

______________ and

information technology. 



•	 EXAMPLE

Match each type of society below with the type of technology that shaped it. One answer choice won’t be used.

1 Industrial

2 Horticultural

3 Pastoral

4 Post Industrial

5 Agrarian

a) 	 Domestication of animals. 

b) 	 New machines & energy sources. 

c) 	 Primitive weapons.

d) 	 Cultivation of crops.

e) 	 Large-scale farming with animal power. 

f) 	 Computer technology.

PRACTICE

In which type of society did cities begin to contain most of the population?

a) 	Pastoral. 

b) 	Hunting & gathering. 

c) 	Horticultural. 

d) 	Industrial.

PRACTICE

Which revolution initiated the change from hunting & gathering societies to horticultural and pastoral?

a) 	Agricultural revolution. 

b) 	Industrial revolution. 

c) 	Information revolution. 

d) 	AI revolution.
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Type of Society Technology Settlement Population Size

Hunting & gathering Basic __________. Nomadic.

Pastoral Domestication of animals. ___________

Horticultural 
Cultivation of crops w/ 

________ tools.
Small permanent villages.

Agrarian
Cultivation of crops w/ 

_________ power (plows).
Small permanent villages/ 

cities.

Industrial
Machines for production  
& new power sources.

____________

Post Industrial ____________ Cities.

Review of Societies

•	 EXAMPLE

Based on this model of societal evolution, how did the industrial revolution influence society? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

PRACTICE

Which of the following roles would most commonly be found in an agrarian society?

a) 	Machine shop mechanic.			 

b) 	Forager.

c) 	Farmer.

d) 	Customer service representative.

PRACTICE

Which of the following roles would most commonly be found in a pastoral society?

a) 	Shepherd.		

b) 	Forager.

c) 	Farmer. 		

d) 	Florist. 


