
TOPIC: CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY: PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Perspectives Being Used Today*
Less Prominent Today, 

But Principles are Still Used
Considered Historical Perspectives

Social psychology 

Cognitive psychology 

Biological perspective/Neuroscience

Developmental psychology

Evolutionary psychology 

Cultural Psychology

Psychoanalysis

Behaviorism

Gestalt Psychology  

Humanism

Structuralism

Functionalism

◆ The following timeline shows the rise of the major subfields of psychology: 

Think Like a Psychologist: All these perspectives are important! Humans are  complex – considering 

behavior, cognitions, and mental processes through multiple lenses allows us to gain a more holistic

understanding of psychology. 


