
CONCEPT: ETHER CLEAVAGE 

□ Ethers are very combustible, but unreactive. They contain two strong C—O bonds that are not easy to break. 

 ● They only undergo one synthetically useful reaction: cleavage in the presence of strong acid.  

 

Mechanism:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE: Predict the product of the following reaction 

 

 

 

 

 


