CONCEPT: VISUAL SYSTEM: VOCABULARY

Visual Pathology
¢ Medical terms describing the clinical disorders of the visual system.
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EXAMPLE

A patient is presented with a nontender and gradually developing lump on their upper eyelid, which is causing mild

visual distortion. They report no discomfort with the lump, even though they suffer from eczema. Which of the

following is the most likely condition of the patient?

a) Cataract

PRACTICE

b) Hordeolum

c) Myopia

d) Chalazion

Which of the following is a term for the outward turning of a person’s eyes?

e) Ocular expansion

a) Exotropia

b) Esotropia

c) Peritropia

d) Mesotropia

e) Hypotropia
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Medical Procedures

¢ Terms that relate to surgical or diagnostic exams relating to the visual system.
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EXAMPLE

Which of the following conditions would warrant a therapeutic enucleation procedure?

a) Treatment of simple strabismus.

b) Removal of a benign, intraocular tumor.

c) Correction of a disfigured, painful eye suffering from anopia.

d) Treatment of a significant corneal abrasion.
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PRACTICE

A nearsighted (myopic) person, without their needed glasses, takes a Snellen Test. They stand at the standard 20 feet

away from the chart. Their visual acuity is recorded as 20/80. Which of the following is a true statement based on their
20/80 vision?

a) They can see an object 80 feet away with the same acuity as someone with normal vision can see at 20 feet.
b) They have normal 20/20 vision and can see objects clearly at 80 feet away.
c) They can read the smallest letters at the bottom chart with 80 times greater acuity.

d) They can see an object 20 feet away with the same acuity as someone with normal vision can see at 80 feet.
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Pathogenesis of Glaucoma

¢ Glaucoma is characterized by

pressure caused by excess aqueous humor damaging the optic nerve.

Healthy Eyes vs. Glaucoma
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¢ The following drugs ____ outflow of aqueous humor and/or ___ production of aqueous humor.
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Which of the following statements is true?

a) Intraocular pressure is regulated by the continuous turnover of intraocular fluid.
b) The formation of a chalazion causes blockage of the eye’s drainage & decreases intraocular pressure.
c) Gonioscopy is used for decreasing intraocular pressure.

d) Intraocular pressure increases when the eye produces less intraocular fluid.

PRACTICE

An 81-year-old patient with glaucoma is given a cholinergic agonist eye drop. What is the mechanism used to lower

intraocular pressure?

a) By decreasing production of intraocular fluid.
b) By constricting the pupils, which decreases outflow of intraocular fluid.
c) By dilating the pupils, which decreases outflow of intraocular fluid.

d) By constricting the pupils, which increases outflow of intraocular fluid.



