TOPIC: THE THORACIC CAGE

e Thoracic Cage (

cage) — thoracic cavity & provide structure for lungs.

e Consists of the thoracic vertebrae plus the:

1. Ribs: 12 of flat bones that wrap the chest.
- (7) attach to via cartilage.
- 1b. False: (5) attach to sternum indirectly or at all.
ol ZlrleH last 2 false ribs — _____ sternal attachment.
2. bone.
- 2a. Manubrium -2b.Body - 2c. Xiphoid Process 2c

- Mark the Body with an X.
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3. Intercostal cartilage: connects ribs 1-10 to sternum. 1b - / \ -~
- & : \ /
c

EXAMPLE: The image below shows two ribs. One is rib 10, while the other is rib 11. How can you tell which is

which?

Rib # Rib #

Reasoning: Reasoning:

PRACTICE: When giving chest compressions during CPR the thoracic cavity can flex in and out without breaking
bones. What is one reason that the thoracic cage is able to flex in this manner?

a) Flexible costal cartilage comprises a large portion of the anterior thoracic cage.

b) Ribs have a curved shape allowing them to flex and bend easily.

c) The floating ribs have no connection to the sternum allowing the thoracic cage to change shape easily.

d) The sternum is made of three bones that can easily bend where they form joints with each other.



TOPIC: THE THORACIC CAGE
PRACTICE: What makes false ribs different from true ribs?

a) False ribs do not articulate with the costal cartilage.
b) The costal cartilage that connects to true ribs connects directly to the sternum.
c¢) The true ribs articulate with the sternum, while false ribs do not.

d) False ribs articulate with costal cartilage but are not connected to the sternum.



